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to it, man becomes truly himself when he realises his
harmony with heaven. About six centuries later., the
great mystic Lao-tze reaffirmed the same truth in his
idea of 'Cosmic Unity in the Universal Mother3,
The I-Ghing is to China what the Veda is to India.
To it China traces the origin of all her mysticism and
thought. And it was mainly her intuitive mind that
was at work during that age. Her great sage Confu-
cius called himself ca transmitter of the wisdom of
the I-Ching\ Taoism occupies a very important
place in the early thought of China out of which her
culture has evolved. As a creed it symbolises for
the race the truths about the perfectibility of
man that came to her mystics millenniums ago.
Many of her higher endeavours were inspired by
it. To the Chinese the 'Ways of the Ancients' are
always the best, since they aim at the 'Perfect Man',,
the cHigher Man', Out of these grew their ancestor-
worship which has Veen religiously followed by the
whole people from time immemorial as the symbol of
their traditional belief in the spirit of the past3 that i&
to say, in the 'Ways' discovered by the pioneers of the
race and handed down from generation to generation
for its collective well-being. In this common instinct
of the people to adore their forbears lies the secret of
China's national solidarity.

The esoteric doctrines of the early Egyptians made
a near approach to the symbolic stage^ and in Greece
it was echoed by her fathers of knowledge who founded
the mystic rites of Orpheus and the secret initiation of